
 

Gosford Hill School History KS4 Curriculum 

At KS4, students study AQA GCSE History. This consists of 4 different topics, studied 

across Years 10 and 11. The 4 topics are outlined below. 

 

Topic Key content 

Britain: Health and the 

people: c1000 to the present 

day 

This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of 
how medicine and public health developed in Britain over a long period 
of time. It considers the causes, scale, nature and consequences of short 
and long term developments, their impact on British society and how 
they were related to the key features and characteristics of the periods 
during which they took place. Although the focus of this study is the 
development of medicine and public health in Britain, it will draw on 
wider world developments that impacted on the core themes. Students 
will have the opportunity to see how some ideas and events in the wider 
world affected Britain and will promote the idea that key themes did not 
develop in isolation, but these ideas and events should be referenced in 
terms of their effects on the core theme for Britain and British people. 

Conflict and tension: the 

inter-war years, 1918–1939 

This wider world depth study enables students to understand the 
complex and diverse interests of different individuals and states. It looks 
at concepts such as national self-determination, ideas of 
internationalism and the challenges of revising the peace settlement. It 
focuses on the causes of the Second World War and seeks to show how 
and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the 
issues which caused it. This study also considers the role of key 
individuals and groups in shaping change, as well as how they were 
affected by and influenced international relations. 

Elizabethan England, 

c1568–1603 

 

This option allows students to study in depth a specified period, the last 
35 years of Elizabeth I's reign. The study will focus on major events of 
Elizabeth I’s reign considered from economic, religious, political, social 
and cultural standpoints, and arising contemporary and historical 
controversies. 

America, 1840–1895: 

Expansion and consolidation 

This period study focuses on the development of America during a 
turbulent half century of change. It was a period of expansion and 
consolidation – the expansion to the west and consolidation of the 
United States as a nation. Students will study the political, economic, 
social and cultural aspects of these two developments and the role ideas 
played in bringing about change. They will also look at the role of key 
individuals and groups in shaping change and the impact the 
developments had on them. 

 


