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Key Dates and Upcoming Events

25th October - 2nd November

Autumn Half Term Break

Next Week (A)

Date Event Time
Mon 3rd November
Year 9 History Trip to the Imperial War | 7:30am - 4:30pm
Museum and Old Operating Theatre,
Tues 4th November London (EHL, HFG + MGN)
Bring a Grown Up! Textiles Workshop | 4:00pm - 5:00pm
Weds 5th November
Thurs 6th November
Fri 7th November Oxford Bach Choir Autumn Workshop | 10:45am - 2:10pm
at Greyfriars School
Following Week (B)
Date Event Time

Mon 10th November

Year 13 Mock Exams Week
Odd Socks Day for Anti-Bullying Week
Parents CAN Meeting (TR1) 9:15am - 10:45am

Tues 11th November

Remembrance Ceremony

Weds 12th November

Oxfordshire Book Awards at Magdalen | 12:00pm - 4:30pm
College, Oxford

Thurs 13th November

Fri 14th November

Sixth Form Mock Interview Event 8:30am - 11:30am

Bicycle Safety and Responsibility

Students are reminded to use their bicycles safely and responsibly at all times. Please ensure you

ALL wear a helmet, follow traffic rules, and remain alert to your surroundings. Safe cycling protects not
only you but also those around you. Let’s work together to keep our school community safe and set
a positive example on the roads. Some helpful tips and guidance for cyclists can be read here.

Posted by — Mr Bateman
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ALL

ALL

ALL

Year
11&13

Looking After Your Chromebook

A polite reminder that student’s Chromebooks must be kept in their protective sleeves when not
in use. We are seeing an increase in the number of devices just being put in bags without the
protective sleeve. The sleeve does help ensure the device is better protected and less likely to be
broken. Additionally, if a Chromebook is not transported in the sleeve, it will invalidate any insurance
claim. Thank you for your co-operation.

Posted by the IT Support Team

Parents CAN (Connect and Natter) Meeting — Monday 10th November 2025

In response to feedback from parents, we've set up a new parent support group, called Parents
CAN, which stands for Connect and Natter.

The idea behind it is that it is run by parents for parents, with the school providing the venue, and is
an opportunity for parents to meet up and chat informally about anything that might be on their mind
in relation to parenting and supporting their child/ren, over light refreshments. You can read more
about Parents CAN on the school website here.

The next session will take place on Monday 10th November 2025, from 9:15am - 10:45am in the
Training Room (former RLT Offices). This session will focus on EBSM, which stands for emotional-

based school avoidance. All are parents and carers are welcome.
Posted on behalf of Parents CAN

The Circus is in town!

Circus Ginnett is thrilled to be visiting Parkhill Recreation ground, Kidlington, OX5 2DB until Sunday
26th October. Join us for an unforgettable experience filled with breathtaking performances,
acrobatics, and magical moments that will leave your students and their families in awe.

To make this wonderful event more accessible, we are pleased to offer you an exclusive discount
code: SCHOOL. This code provides 20% off bookings for families purchasing tickets online, by
telephone 07562 450045 or on site. Simply quote SCHOOL or type it on the discount box online to
claim your discount. For ticket purchases and more information, please visit our website.

Posted by on behalf of Circus Ginnett

Year 11 and Year 13 Mock Examinations Timetables — November 2025

November Mock Exam Timetables for Year 11 and Year 13 students be viewed on/downloaded
from the school website through the following links:

Year 11 Mock Examinations Timetable

Year 13 Mock Examinations Timetable

Posted by — Mrs Gillingham
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ALL

Launching Soon — Board Game Workshop

After the October half-term, | am launching a Board Game Workshop that will run every Tuesday
from 3:15 pm to 4:00pm. The workshop will give students a chance to relax, socialise, and develop
strategic thinking and teamwork skills through classic and modern board games.

I am currently looking for donations of any unwanted board games. If you have any in good
condition that you’d be happy to pass on, please bring them to the Reception. Thank you for your

support.
Posted by — Mr Lee

An appeal for card games and board games!

The Peer Active Listeners of the school are looking for card games or board games that are in good
condition to use for our drop in sessions. We especially welcome quiet games. Please drop any
game donations at Reception. Thank you so much in advance, we really appreciate your help!

Posted by the PALs Team

WOSCP Careers Fair — Wednesday 3rd December at 5:00pm (Abingdon & Witney College)

Save the date! Gosford Hill School is part of the school partnership WOSCP which organises
careers events. Our next careers fair is on Wednesday 3rd December at Abingdon & Witney College
(Witney campus) at 5pm, which is about current opportunities available for the students. This is
really useful for students to talk to employers, universities and colleges on pathways and options
and even potentially secure work experience, to inspire and increase their awareness of what they

could do after school. 45+ organisations in attendance; letter to follow.
Posted by — Mrs Zajac

Importance of attending open days as a pre-step to applications

Year 11 students should be applying for college places now to ensure they secure the courses they
want, either as a plan A or back up to an apprenticeship or potentially Sixth Form. The students
have had assembly talks from both the main college options, which are on Google Classrooms as
a recap. The next Open Days are 5th November (Abingdon campus) and 12th November (Witney
campus and The Leys College).

Year 10 students will also benefit from attending college Open Days as helps to develop ideas and
awareness of options so in better position to make informed decisions when they have to choose

next year.
Posted by — Mrs Zajac

LIVE Careers Infosheet

A reminder that we recently released a LIVE Careers Infosheet. This document is filled with careers
activities and information that we post for students on Google Classroom but may not otherwise
reach you. Please encourage your child to sign up to activities relevant to them. The document is
continuously updated, so please bookmark and refresh periodically. These include work experience
opportunities, insight days, guides and support, in short, a wealth of opportunities to help your child
with their next steps after school.

Posted by — Mrs Zajac
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dZKExNmYipT0lSI8Fqa0a-S5n2PIIijfaYT6EUmrG00/edit?tab=t.0

Bring a Grown Up! — FREE Family Learning Workshops at Gosford Hill School

Throughout the academic year, Gosford Hill School hosts a series of fun family-oriented learning
sessions, during which we invite primary school-aged children in Years 4-6 to ‘Bring a Grown
Up!” and try something new!

This Autumn term, come and create your own computer character, join us for a textiles workshop,
learn all about Christmas traditions in France or have fun solving some Maths puzzles and
quizzes, at one of our free family learning workshops.

Textiles Workshop - Tuesday 4th November
Maths Workshop - Tuesday 2nd December
French Workshop - Monday 8th December

ALL

Please click here to learn more or to book. Places are limited so please book sooner than later to
avoid disappointment. All sessions start promptly at 4pm and run for an hour.

Please note that only one ticket is required to be booked to enable participation for one child and
one accompanying parent. Should you need help with ticket booking, please give us a call on
01865 374971.

Posted by — Mr Birchall

Safeguarding

If you have a safeguarding concern within school hours, please send a message to the following
ALL email address: safeguarding@gosfordhillschool.org

If you have any safeguarding concerns outside of school hours please contact our local MASH
Team (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) on 0345 050 7666.
Posted by — Mr La Porte
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Half-Term Theatre & Creativity Workshops
You'll work with theatre professionals who'll teach you new theatrical &
creative skills, whilst having lots of fun along the way!

Mon 27" Oct Puppets & Puppetry, ages 7-11
Theatre Design, ages 11-16

Tues 28" Oct Creative Writing, ages 7-11
Puppets & Puppetry, ages 11-16

Wed 29" Oct Stop Motion Animation, ages 7-11
Introduction to Physical Theatre & Devising, ages 11-16

Thurs 30" Oct Make a Film in a Day, ages 7-11
Introduction to Stage Combat, ages 11-16

Fri 31* Oct Make a Play in a Day:
Halloween Spectacular, ages 7-11 & 11-16
Mon-Thurs at St Andrew’s Church Linton Rd, OX2 6UG
Fri at Summertown United Reformed Church, OX2 7HN

FIND OUT MORE

Enrol now

creationtheatre.co.uk/

Email; info@edve tures.uk oot
FUN >>> FUTURE RERDY SKILLS

Fire Station
Halloween

Fright Night

ALL MONEY GOES TO THE FIRE FIGHTERS CHARITY
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Entirely and
Friends forever yours

- a love lasting 250 years

Friends
of

KIDLINGTO

The passionate correspondence of
John and Maria Constable.

Presented by James Hamilton,
author of the acclaimed biography
Constable - A Portrait with Katharine
Eustace and Shirley Steventon and
with Philip Towler on the organ.

St Mary’s Church Street, Kidlington OX5 2BA i St Mary’s Church Street, Kidlington OX5 2BA
Tickets £20 - discounts available : Tickets £20 - discounts available
Booking - fosmk.org.uk or Eventbrite Booking - fosmk.org.uk or Eventbrite
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Autumn Term

Computing Weds 15th October Explore the fascinating world of MicroBits
Textiles Tues 4th November | Join Mrs North for a creative workshop in the Textiles Room
Maths Tues 2nd December | Test your brain with some Christmas-themed Maths puzzles
French Mon 8th December Come and explore French language and culture

Spring Term

Weds 13th May

Art Weds 4th February | Get creative during this Valentine’s Day themed workshop
German Tues 24th March Put your linguistic skills to the test to find hidden Easter eggs
Science Weds 25th March Use Science to help the Easter bunny solve problems!

Geography Weds 22nd April Come and learn about our planet on World Earth Day!
Food

Discover the power of teamwork in the kitchen

|

ummer Term

English Thursday 11th June We all have an inner poet! A creative writing workshop
PE Thursday 18th June | Enjoy tennis and rounders on our amazing all-weather pitch
History Tuesday 23rd June

Have a go at solving a historical mystery with Miss Hall

Health & Social Care

Thursday 16th July

How healthy is your food? Find out with Miss Barnes...
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