
Knowledge Organisers



What is a Knowledge Organiser?

● A one-page summary of key facts, concepts, and 
ideas for a subject

● Includes key dates, definitions, formulae, quotes, 
diagrams, and structures

● Designed to make revision more efficient



Why Use a Knowledge Organiser?

✅ Covers all essential knowledge in one place

✅ Helps with active recall and spaced repetition

✅ Quick to review – ideal for last-minute revision

✅ Reduces the need for excessive note-taking



How to Use Knowledge Organisers Effectively

1. Read and Cover – Read a section, then test 
yourself

2. Write It Out – Copy key facts from memory to 
reinforce learning

3. Use Flashcards – Turn key points into Q&A cards
4. Mind Maps – Expand key ideas with diagrams
5. Overview recall – Write down everything you 

remember, then check



The Power of Active Recall

● Don’t just read it – test yourself!
● Cover up sections and try to remember the details
● Get someone to quiz you on key points



Using Spaced Repetition with a Knowledge Organiser

📅 Revise regularly:

● Day 1 → Read and highlight key points
● Day 3 → Cover and recall information
● Day 7 → Test yourself again
● Before exams → Quick recap



Combining Knowledge Organisers with Other Techniques

● Flashcards – Turn key facts into bite-sized questions
● Past Papers – Use the knowledge organiser to answer 

real exam questions
● Diagrams & Mnemonics – Create visuals for complex 

ideas
● Study Groups – Quiz each other using knowledge 

organisers



Avoid These Common Mistakes!

❌ Just reading → ✅ Test yourself instead

❌ Not revisiting regularly → ✅ Use spaced repetition

❌ Highlighting everything → ✅ Pick out key info

❌ Not linking to exam questions → ✅ Practise 

applying knowledge



Final Tips for Success

● Start using knowledge organisers early – don’t wait 
until exams!

● Keep them clear, concise, and well-organised
● Use them little and often for the best results


