
 

 

 

GOSFORD HILL ENRICHMENT 13th and 14th JULY 2016 

 

Students were involved in a variety of activities in school and beyond. A selection of 

these are described below: 

Year 7 - Camp   

Year 7 students enjoyed a camp at Tolmers Scout Activity Centre, set in 100 acres 

of woodland in Hertfordshire. There were a variety of activities which helped to de-

velop a wide range of skills as well as leadership, self-discipline, confidence and re-

spect.  

Camp Gosford Archery 

This year's residential camp for year 7 took a different flavour from the past as we 
were at the Tolmers Scout campsite in Hertfordshire for the first time.  Students 
tried various activities including a vertical wall climb, land zorbing, bouncing in 
aeroball trampolines, pedal go-karts, crawling through dark tunnels and many 
more.  

Mr Clyne raced through the giant inflatable obstacle course. 

Gladiators are you ready? 



The politeness and conduct of our year 7 students was commended by both the 
site and catering teams.  In summary, fun was had by all and the whole experi-
ence was summed up by Darcie as she wished we all could stay for longer. 

 
 
Mya was very impressive with a tremendous 
fast climb up the coconut tree. Alfie con-
quered his fear of heights by reaching the top 
of the climbing tower 15 times. 
 
All were well fed by an excellent catering 
team and enjoyed the camping experience.   

Climbing a coconut tree  

Land Zorbing  Bungie Run 

Fun on the inflatable 

slide.  



Year 7 - St Mary’s Church 

A group of Year 7 students, including 4 Taiwanese visiting students, spent the 
day with Rev Martin Davis at St Mary's Church, Kidlington.  Activities included 
learning how to ring the 8 giant bells suspended in the bell tower; dressing as 
priests in cassock, chasuble, stole and cope;  a treasure hunt around the church; 
designing stained glass windows and learning about the history of the church 
which was built in 1220 with the spire added in 1450. There used to be six Bells, 
hence the name of the local pub, but two more were then added -  time for a 
name change, perhaps? 

  

It was a busy day, with a picnic lunch in the sunshine.  
Students were able to visit the Commonwealth War Grave 
Cemetery for fallen airmen from WW2, and many also 
chose to spend time discovering or visiting graves of 
someone special to them.  

  

  

 

The church bell ringers were very im-
pressed with the students’ efforts and 
are keen to start up a junior bell ringing 
group on a Friday evening. Details on a 
noticeboard in school soon. 

Quotes from students: 

I liked to see the elaborate clothes 

that they wear on special occasions  

I liked visiting the graves and discov-

ered the grave of someone I knew. 

It was fun seeing Alfie fly up in the 

air on the end of the bellrope! 



 

Year 7 - The Apprentice 

Students designed and made their own board games. They had a virtual budget of 

£1000 and at the end of the day gave a presentation which was judged by the 

staff. The group Fish collected the first prize. 

Year 8 - STEM event 

120 of our Year 8 students participated in Tomorrow's Engineers Energy Quest 

(TEEQ). TEEQ is an inspirational programme, funded by Shell, designed to help 

students engage with possible future careers that use STEM subjects. This is es-

sential given the challenges that this generation will face in addressing climate 

change. 

This year, 440 schools across the UK will benefit from TEEQ and we are very 

grateful for being invited to be involved. As part of the day, students explored     

different sources of renewable energy which included making a capacitor racing 

car. 

I have really enjoyed finding out how engineering works, and how people take 

the time and effort to improve the world for others. I have enjoyed making 

the cars, and know that I can build on this achievement.  Rebecca 



Year 8 - T-Shirt making 

Year 8 were given the challenge to work in teams to design, produce and market 

a T Shirt for a charity of their choice. Each team researched and voted for a chari-

ty before developing sketches. Students were also tasked with activities including 

making posters, leaflets, a speech and an advert. Finally, students shared their 

work with one another outlining the background to each charity and why they had 

developed their T-Shirt.  

The team with the winning slogan and design was team Inspire. 

 



Year 8 - Leonardo Da Vinci Project 

Year 8 students had a variety of sessions linked to Leonardo da Vinci.  One of 

the tasks involved adding value to one of Leonardo Da Vinci’s inventions, for the 

super-rich teenage modern day contemporary art collectors.  

Year 8 and 10 - Developing Photoshop skills 

Year 8 and 10 students had the opportunity to develop their Photoshop skills. 

They have learnt and applied several advanced image manipulation techniques 

and have then applied their new knowledge. The results have been amazing in-

cluding new and impossible creations as well as novel space scenes. 



 

Year 9 Activities  

Year 9 students were involved in activities which included: 

 working alongside design and technology staff in creating a product through-

out the lifecycle of manufacture. This included making cake trays, cakes and 

cake boxes 

 

 Drama 

 Art - creating  new wall art for the school canteen which is being redecorated 

over the summer.  The students took inspiration from Claes Oldenburg, an 

artist who creates art in the form of large replications of everyday items. 

They created large scale replicas of foods.  

 Resistant materials workshops using CAD/CAM (Computer aided design 

and manufacture) 

 

 

Year 9 Students Vacuum forming and finishing holding trays for cakes.  

 



Year 9 Students designing and assembling box trays and baking cakes.  

 

                   A Large scale bag of Skittles            A Large scale Drumstick 



Year 9 - Trip to London 

A group of Year 9 students went to London to enjoy both an experience on the 

London Eye and a River Cruise. Students took in the 25-mile-wide view from the 

top of the Eye with awe and appreciation, enjoying the panoramic view of Lon-

don on a beautiful clear day.  

The River Cruise proved to be successful too with close 

up views of the Shard and the Gherkin being just a few 

of the highlights.  Charlotte said: ‘It was enjoyable for 

everyone – there wasn’t boring moment!’ Elia also com-

mented: ‘I really liked the boat trip as we learnt a lot 

about the historical side of London!’ 

 

 

 

The day flew by and London was extreme-

ly busy with many other tourists and 

schools. Gosford Hill students behaved ex-

ceptionally well and made us very proud of 

our school.  

 

 



Year 9 and 10 - Activities in school  

Students in years 9 and 10 learned a range of skills across a variety of activities 

and workshops.  Workshops included:  

 manipulating photos using Adobe Photoshop 

 building water rockets with the use of the air compressor 

 making cloth bags with students’ own designs to give to charity 

 completing a paper aeroplane challenge 

 designing earphone tidies using CAD and using the laser cutter to cut them 

out 

 creating individual art pieces 

 

In teams, we made rockets out of bottles and used the air compressor to fly 

them. We had to consider the science and maths behind the design.   

Eve 

 

Today I made some bread and it’s really nice and tasty. I then made a water 

rocket designed like a phoenix.  

Rebecca 



Year 10 - Team building and problem solving 

Year 10 students took part in table tennis and team building activities. Both 

groups found this rewarding and beneficial for effective communication and prob-

lem solving. 

 


